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ON THE TECHE.

Soldiering Amid the Bayous of Louis-
iana.

“SOFT DUTYX.”

Veterans Taking Their Ease
Amid the Orange Groves.

COURTING THE CREOLES.

The Bloody End of the Banks
Expedition.

}. MASON AND JOON W. FRY,
42n OHIO.

BY FRAXK

In obedience to the request of Comrade
R. H. Martin we cheerfully resume our nar-
rative of and glance briefly st the operations
of Gen. Banks in the Teche Country, in
Bouthwestern Louisiana. We regret that
we cannot accommedate the comrades inter-
ested, with an intelligent resume of the Red
River campaign. Our data of that

DISASTEOUS COTTON RAID
are very meager; not sufficient, in fact, to
justify an attempt to prepare a readable ac-
count of that expedition. Our brigade did
not participate actively in the campsizn,
having proceeded only to Simmesport; meet-
ing there the defeated army of Banks on its
retreat to the Mississippi River. The re-
mainder of the Thiricenth Corps, however,
participated actively in the campaign, and
were roughly handled at the disastrous bat-
tle of Sabine Cross-rcads. Other comrades

of the Thirteenth Corps are, thercfore, more |
competent than we to write “ Red River.” |
We stated in the last of the Vicksburg |

series that the Thirteenth Corps very reluc-
tantly and with many regrets severed its
pleasant relations with the Army of the
Tennessee in August, 1863, and reported for
duty to Gen. Banks at New Orleans. Oster-
bhaus's Division embarked st Vickshurg on
the 13th of August, and started down the |
river in splendid spirits. The great work of
opcning the Mississippi was now complete.
Vicksburg and Pert Hudson had surrendered
to the prowess of the Federal armies, and
we passed from the great river feeling that
we bhad accomplished a great and important
work.
ENCAMPING IN NEW ORLTANS.

After a pleasant voyage thefleet reached
New Orleans on the night of the 15th. The |
division debarked and marched to the pretty
suburban village of Cmrollton, four miles

ebove, and in the rear of New Orlcans, on
the road to Lake Pontchartrain. Here, on
a beautiful lawn, a clean, dry, and healthful
#pot, Osterhavs's war-worn Division en-
camped in luxurious style. Tents and camp
equipage were in perfect order, and the
troops, with no enemy to oppose, divided
their time between drilling and exploring
New Orleans. Luxuries of many kinds—
fruits, fish, cakes, pies, etc—were abundant
and cheap, and the division, having been
recently paid, “fared sumptuously every
day.” The pleasant episode at Carroliton
Insted from the 15th of Aupgust uutil the
6th of September, when the division, leav-
ing the sick and convalescent behind, moved
to Brashear City, near the coast, about 100
miles pouthwest of New Orleans. Up to
this time it had been expected that the next
point of attack would be Mobile, and this
was, indeed, Gen. Grant’s intention; but the
condition of Rosecrans in Tennessee induced
the Government to recall the eaptor of Vicks-
burg to that important department, and the
movement against Mohile was postponed.
In its stead, the troops at New Orleans were
beaded towards Texas. Gen. Banks's De-
partment west of the Mississippi had by
this time lost all importance as a part of the
rebellion to be crushed.

OBTECTS OF THE EXPEDITION.

The fig ling that should close the war
was to be done east of the great river. Bat
Louisiana and Texas were wealthy in cot-
ton, a heavy crop of sugar was ripening,
and it was of the greatest importance that
those States should be kept sufiiciently un-
der Federal control to permit the cotton and
sugar to be gathered and marketed. For
some purpose of this kind, or as a start to-
ward Texas—we could never ascertain pre-
cisely wh_ich—ti-.e division, on the 6th of
Beptember, marched to the landing, and,
leaving fents and knapsacks behind, took
steamer and dropped down the river to Al-
giers, opposite the lower part of New Orleans,
where the troops went on board trains on
the New Orleans, Opelousas & Great West-
ern Railroad at 4 o'clock p. m. and started
westward. At 10 in the evening the trains
stopped at Bayou Benf, 75 miles from New
Orleans, and, in the absence of orders, the
men remained on board the cars during the
might. Next morning, the division havigg
all arrived, the troops were unloaded and
put into camp. The weather was excessively
bot; and the water in the bayou was foand
to be salt. The tide in the stream rose and
fell about two feet, and when it was out the
men skirmished up snd down the sand in

an industrious and interesting hunt for |

erabs. They were plentiful, and the Loys'
baversacks were soon filled. The division,
being wholly destitute of tents or camp
equipage, bivouacked on a plantation near
the railroad. Here it remszined until the

salt water. By this indiscretion many were
rendered sick, and the road was sirewn with
siragglers unable to walk. They came up
after sunset, however, and found the camp
at Brashear City, on the large bayon, 25
miles in length, which connects Grand Dake
with the Gulf. Here the difficnlty about
waler was again encountered; but the men
immediately dug holes in the sand, in which
small quantities were collected, and this,
with what could be obtained from cisterns
and the orn&es which grew abundantly
everywhere, served to assuage their thirst.
It was also discovered that a strong morth
wind filled the bayou with fresh water from
the lake above, and the rare opportunity
thus aflorded was improved by filling all the
tubs, barrels and mess keitles that could be
mustered with the heaven-sent beverage.
After 10 days spent in Camp Brashear heavy
and continuous rains set in, and the troops,
atill without tents, were badly exposed. On
the 27th, however, the tents arrived ; but the
rains continued until the camp was flooded.
A few of the prudent ones, who always spend
their leisure time in providing against
emergencies, had built bunks to sleep on,
supported by stakes, seversl inches above
the ground. As they lay in these they
could hear their less fortunate comrades
calling out, in imitation of the steamboat
leadsman, “Two feet!” “Two and a half!”
“Quarter less twain!” “No bottom!” The
veteran volunteer had become a creature
whose logical hilarity no misfortune could
suppress,
OFF FOR CPELOUSAS.

After more than two weeks spent at
Brashear, the division set out, on Oct. 3, for
Opelousas, 100 miles to the northwest. The
country was-overrun with Coufcderate guer-
rillas, but, having no mounted troops, we
could neither pursune nor fight them advan-
tageously. Oa the fourth day the column
reached New Iberia, where the troops weat
into camp and remained until the 8th, when
Gen.Ord arrived ; the remaining three divis-
ions of the Thirteenth Corps having been, as
we learned, transferred to the Gulf Depart-
ment. On the following day Sheldon’s Bri-
gade again movad forward, marching 20
miles daring the day and encamping beyond |
Smithville. The Nineteenth Corps was in
our front, skirmishing with the rcbel force
under Gen. Dick Taylor, and on the night of
the 10th we passed some of the trcops on
picket.  Apparently, therefore, we had come
to re-enforce the army with which Gen.
Banks was operaling in the Tesche Couniry.
The 13th was the Gubernatorial election day
in Ohio, and after brigade and division in-
spection, the Ohio regiments, by the grace of
their loyal Legislature, cast their patrictic
vote for the Hon. John Brough, addiog this
niite to theoverwhelming majority of 191,101
under which their loyal State had buried
the arch traitor, Clement L. Vallandigham.

Aiter ren:aining in camp tili the 16th, the
division again moved forward, and after two
days’ marching reached Opelunsas. Oster-
haus’s Division encamped on the night of
the 17th npear Vermillionville, where it re-
mained until the 234, doring which time
the remainder of the Thirteenth Corps came
up. Afler two days at Opclousas, the Tlir-
teenth Corps was faced sbout and started
back to Prashear City. There was no
enemy of serious strength in that country,
and the Niueteenth Corps was abundautly
able for all defensive purposes,

Afiter a rapid but pleazant march, Shel-
don's Brigade reached its old camp at Ber-
wick Plantation, oppesite Brashear City,on
the night of the 10th of November. The
march to Opelousas and back, though in-
volving some hardships, was in the main a
pleasant one. The weather had become cool,
wilh intervals of rain and sunshine, and
the foraging was uunrivalled.

THE COUNTRY ALGNG THE TECHE

is & high rolling prairie, fertile, und swarming
with cattle, ponies and hogs. The ponies
were caught in great numbers, and the cautle
and swine made fresh meat a daily luxury
to officers and men. Enormous yawms could
be had for the digging, oranges grew along
the road as plentifully as apples in Ohio,
Indiana or Illinois, and poultry—well it was
so abundant and chieap that the stale meat
and inhabited crackers of the army rativns
remained untouched.

On the 25th of October, while on the re-
turn march, a party from the 120th and 421
Ohio had been out foraging, and while 12
men were at diuner at a sugar plantation,
they were approached and captured by a
squadron of rchel cavalry in Federal uni-
form. The infintry observed them coming,
but sapposing them to be Union cavalry of
thie Nincteenth Corps, permitted them to sar-
round the bonse and get possession of their
muskets stacked in the yard. 'This misfor-
tune was the occasion of stringent orders
which from thbat time greatly restricted
foraging. Afler remaining at Camp Ber-
wick until the 18th, Sheldon’s Brigade (now
including the 42d and 120th Ohio and the
7th and 22d Ky.) crossed to Brashear City.

From this time to the close of this arti-
cle we ghall follow the fortunes of Shel-
don’s Brigade, the remaiader of the Thir-
JAeenth Corps returning to New Orleans,
whernce a portion of it was sent to Texas via
the Guif. On the 19th Col. Sheldon was
ordered to re-enforee Gen. Birge at Thibo-
deaux. The brigade went by rail to that
point, where it reported to Gen. Birge, de-
barked, and marched up Bayow Lafourche
to Donaldsonville on the Mississippi, where
it took stcamers for Plagquemine, a town of
4,000 inhabitants, on the western shore of
the river, 110 miles above New Orleans.
While returning from Opelousss we bad con-

morning of the 11th, when it broke camp
and marched 10 miles westward to Brashear
City, the terminvs of the railt®d. The
march was rendered especially trying by th,
excessive heat and wani of water, The only

relinnce of the people for waler was upon |
rain cisterns, and these, of course, conld ngt |

be relied npon to supply a regiment, mnch
less a division. Before reaching Brashcur
City many of the men, nuable to endusc
their thirst,

RUBHED TO THE BRACKISIH E£TREAMNS

| 5,000 of the enemy had appeared in the rich

fidently expected to be dispatched from
Brashear to Texas ; in fact, orders had been
izsued te be ready to embark for Galveston
as soon as trousportation by eea could be
procured. <
PLAQUEMIKRE.

The trans‘er to Plaquemine was g0 abrupt
and hurried that it was evident the entjre
plan had been changed. A force of 4,000 or

country west of Plaquemine, and it was
found upon oar arival there that the bri-

that crossed the road and drauk of ths waon,

gade, with Col. Sheldon in command, had

been ordered to fortify Plagnemine and hold
it as a base of operations during the Winter.
Thisannouncement was hailed with delight.
For more than two years we had been in
the field, without aweek of what wasknown
in the army as “ soft ” duty. Not a man in
the brigade had seen the inside of a barrack,
or—with the exception of a few weeks’ hard
work—Dhad it at any time formed a garrison
of a permanent post. Always in the field,
often without tents, we had learned to take
life as it came, asking no questions.

Plaquemine was a clean, healthful, bean-
tiful town; the people were intelligent and
cordial, and the brigade getiled down to a
Winter in the South with bright anticipa-
tions. The brigade now included, besides
the infantry regiments named, the 2d Ohio
and 1st Ind. batteries and a company of the
4th Wis. Cav. Immediately upon his arrival
Col. Sheldon gained information that the
enemy, 5,000 strong, under Gen. Walker, was
raiding through the interior and threaten-
ing Plaquemine. An expedition was made
to meet this enemy; but the Autumn rains
had set in, the plantations were flooded, ar-
tillery could notbe moved, and even infantry
was often obliged to leave the roads and
travel along the levees that lined the bayous
and inland creeks. Forty or 50 prisoners
had been captured in this expedition, how-
ever, but finding that Walker was not seri-
ously disposed to fight, Col. Sheldon settled
bis command down to the work of repairing
the levee and fortifying the town. A bas-
tioned carthwork with an area of two acres
was built, with magazine, drawbridge, etc.,
and armed with 14 gans. The exterior slope
and glacis were neatly tarfed, and the work
when completed made a very creditable ap-
pearance, All this was compieted by the Ist
of January. Meanwhile, considerable work
of 2 miscellaneons character had been done
Our tents, left at Brashear City when we left
for Opelousas, three months before, had been
issued to other troops, and were permanently
lost to us.

To supply their place, barracks were huilt
at Plaquemine ; old buildings in and around
the town being torn down to furnish lumber

for the purpose. A strict provost guard was |

orzanized, the most rigid garrison discipline
established, end, with better acquainiance,
the rclations between the inhabitants and
the garrison sosn became intimate and cor-
dial.

CHRISTfAS AND NEW-YEAR'S DAY
passed off with great eclat ;—the third year’s
holidays we had seen in the fiald. Whata
twelvemonth of peril, adventure and victory
since the last New-Year's night, when Gen.
Sherman’s army, repulsed and disheartened,
was slinking away like a culprit from the
miry swamp and bristling hights of Chicka-
saw!
bad passed sinee then ? Among the inhabit-
ants of Plaquemine was a French soldier of
fortune, an a0roit feucing-master and musi-
cian. e had been a band-master in a Con-
federate regiment, but when his band had
been converted into seldicrs, he had retired
from service and returned to civil life.  IHis
French aceomplishments and his Confederate
service paved the way for his prompt ad-
mission to Plaguemine society, and, in the
gencral dearth of young men, the young
cavalier had monopolized th:e maiden senti-
ment of the place. The Filench gentleman
gladly introduced his new friends of Shel-
don’s Brigade to the society belles of Plague-
mine, Defore Midwinter the boys had well
improved the rare opporiunity thus offered,
and Plaquemine sociely was ready to de-
clare that it had no idea such refined and
intelligent gentlemen could be found in the
Yankee anny.

The soldiers were dined and entertained,
and young ladies who had sung the “ Bonuy
Blue Flag,” “ Dixie,” and “ My Maryland »
since Sumter fell, hid their blushes behind
the argnment that * These Ohio soldiers are
not Yankees, but Western people like our-
selves.” Boon after settling down here, sev-
eral literary gentlemen of the 42d Ohio took
possession of & printing office aud estab-
lished and published weekly a six-column
folio newspaper, with the very suggestive
title of T'he Picket Post. It was devoted to
military news, society gossip, wit, humor, and
camp jokes. Jtwas quite a spicy sheet, and
was edited by the projectors of the enter-
prise by regular turn. When we left Plague-
mine, ou the 26Gih of March, 1864, the publi-
cation of the Picketl Post was discontinued.
We need ecarcely add that the Pickel Post
enterprise did not ripen into a powerful
newspaper monopoly.

The establishment of the post at Plaque-
mine had created a mart where the people
of a rich district, long shut out from every
market by the blockade and military regula-
tiops, could sell their products for the luxu-
ries and necessaries of life. The coming of
the troops, so far from an afiiiction, therefore,
bad been an emancipation; and while the
maidens and the soldiers wooed and sighed,
the town rose to new prosperity and impor-
tance. Spring set in after the middle of
February, and by the Ist of March peach
trees and rozes were in bloom, and the roads
a8 dry and fine as in June.

The two Kentucky regiments snd the
cavalry had been transferred to Baton Rouge
on the 27th of January, and the garrison
was thereby redaced to the Ohio troops and
toc artillery. On the 20th a steamer came
wp from New Orlcans bearing our old com-
redes and friends of Fester's battery, bound
for Red River. That famous campaign was
then in motion. On the same day the 120ih
and 424 received the first outfit of dress
coats that had been izsued to them since
enlisiment.  After two and a half years of
service, end jast as we were about to take
the field for the last campeign, we received
the uniforme, that could be of no possible
advanlage and only an incambrance on the
march. There was a theory in the army
that soldiers’ Juxuries always came in that
awkward wey., We were under orders for
Baton Rouge. We must bid adien to Plague-
mine with all its pleasant associations, On
the 26th of March the 42d and 120th,
bright and neat in their new wuniforms,
marched down through the town and took
the steamer for Baton Rouge, The fareweil

Ceuld it be possible that oaly a year |
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was an ovation {o the regiments, Citizensof
all ages, colors, and of both sexes, crowded
along the line of march to wish the depart-
ing braves Godspeed.

THE YOUNG LADIES WERE INCONSOLABLE,
and wept and waved their handkerchiefs as
their cavaliers marched away. An irrever-
ent scoffer, who drove a mule team, said
that the scene was entitled to a place in
poetry beside that of “ The Last Sigh of the
Moor.”

We said at the outset of this article that
our brigade had gone no farther up Red
River than to Simmesport. We were par-
tially in error. The 12Uth Ohio, or a part of
it, advanced as far as Alexandria. About
the 1st of May Col. Bheldon was ordered
with his brigade from DBaton Rouge to Alex-
andria, the center and base of Gen. Banks’s
operations,

He sent the 120th Ohio by the only steamer
that coMld be secared on the 2d of May;
but when the steamer City Belle, with that
regiment on board approached Snagg Point,
within 20 wiles of Alexandria,

A TERRIFIC FIRE

was opened upon it by a battery behind the
levee; the boat was disabled, and the brave
men—who were at a fearful disadvantage,
crovided upon the decks of the hoat—were
slaughtered like sheep. The regiment re-
turned & vigerous fire, but the odds were too
great. In the meantime a brigade of in-
fantry had joined the artillery in a deadly
fusilade upon them. Of the entire regiment
less than a handred men escaped death or
capture. Col. Marcus M. Spiegel, of the 120th,
and Col. Mudd, of the 24 Ill. Cav., were
among the slain. The 90 or 100 men
who escaped by lauding on the opposite side
of the river were conducted to Alexandria
by an unirequented route in the night by a
trusty and Joyal negro. Lieut.-Col. Willard
Slocum was in command of the fragment of
that regiment; those who were captured
were conducted by the rebals to prison at
Camp Ford, Tex,, where they lancuished for
wmore than a year. On the following day a
transport having on baard the 56th Ohio
veterans bound for homne, was attacked at
the same place, the boat sunk, and the regi-
ment nearly all killed or soptured. Sevenly
men swain to the opposite shore, marched
| down the river several miles, hailed a boat
bound up the river, boarded. and turned her
back to Balon Nouge in time to meet a
steamer bearing the 424 and save us from a
similar fate. Asalready stated, we proceeded
to Simmesport and assisted in covering the
retreating army., At Simmesport three regi-
ments—the 34th 111, the 224 and 23

<2d Iowa—
were added to the brigagde, which set to work
| to construct bridges across the Adchafalaya
| Hayougor the passage of Banks’s army, the
| rear of which, under {¥3 invincible A.J.
Smith, was Sghting KiSy Bmith’s advance
fiercely at Yellow Bayog® 1'wo bridies were
constructed,—one of titabers sud planks
resting on wooden cribs; the ether by moor-
ing transports alongside of each other and
laying & road way acrosy their forecastles.
Hardly were they completed when the re-
treating army appeared and began marching
across. The transit occupied several hours,
Smith's Division, the rear-guard, coming
up, weary and powder-stained, crossed afler
dark. The 421 was in charge of the bridges,
aud es three divisions of the Thirteenth
Corps passed, many rneful greetings were
exchanged. DBefore the last regiment had
reached the castern shore both bridges were
loesened ot the western end and swung out
into the stream. The steamers were loaded
with wounded and exhausted men. Both
the column and the steamers made their
way to the Mississippi with all speed. Thus
ended the Red River venture.
A
For Tue NaTioNAL TRIBUNE,
THE GENERAL,
[By Col. Jolin A, Joyce.]

Give him an organ and let him play—
He's only & General tromp

Yet, be captured a :m,ﬁtufl{lc ‘' gray,"
And broke up their roaring camp,

Donelson, Shiloh and Vicksburg, too,
Have echoed Lls great renown :

But, then, yonu see, hie fonght for the * blue,”
And now he's put on the town.

Ploase, mister, a penny or so,
I'm erippled, and poor, and old,—
Filled with a cruel, nameless woe,
And weary, and sad, und cold,

The ' Bonny Blue Flag,” did you say?
No! my organ can’t piay that;

I'd rather throw it nway,
And trust to passing my hat.

“Move on," "move on,” get out of the way,
All your tunes are ohsolete ;

I know you conguered the * boys in gray,”
But now you are in retreat!

Yes, it seems that my sin I« great.
I won these medals for vou,

And drew my sword for the crumbling State,
And led all the loyal Llue,

My country, for thee I fought and bled,
¢  And your loudest trutepet of fame
8lall sound my glory, nlive or dead,
And boast of vy soldler name.

And when I'm dead you'll rear on high
A monument prmn{ and grand,
Unier the blue of the Union sky—
The gift of my native land.

But now, to-duy, while I'm old and gray,
And sufler the deepeait sorrow,

You let mie sigh with s downeast oye,
And beg my bread for to-morrow !

BETTER LUCK ANOTHER YEAR,

Oh! never sink "neath Fortune's frown,
But hrave ber with a shout of cheer,

And front her fairly—fiee her down—
Ehe's only stern to thase who fear !
Here's * Better luck another year) "

Another year!

Ayve better lnck another year!
We'll hive her smile instead of sneer—
A thousand =miles for every tear,
With home mude glad pnd goodly cheer,
A nd better Inck another yéar—
Another year!

The damsel Fortune still denfes
The plea that yet delighis her ear;
"T'is but our manhood that she tries,
Blie's coy to those who doubt and fear,
EBbhe'll graut the suig another year!
Another year!

Here's ' Better luck another year!”
Ehe now denies the golden prize;
But spite of frown and scorn and sneer,
Be firm, and we will win and wear
With home made glad and goodiy cheer,
In betier luck another year!
Another year! Another year,
~— W. Gilmore Simms,
-

Where Is Col. Camplelly

To TR Eprror; I have read your paper a
long time to see if [ could got some clew to Col.
Campbell, of the 57th Pa. 1 have not heard
frow bhim since I helped leim off the battlefield
at Fair Oaks. Hec was wounded through the
hip, and I was wounded gt the samo time. I
was 8 private in Co, H, 57th Pa. 1 would like
to bear from bim,—Joux GRIFFIN, Athens, Pa.

NMOSCOW, TENN.

The Bloody Little Battle on the Banks
of Wolf River.

GALLANT CAVALRYMEN.

Gen. Edward Hatch’s Account

of the Engagement.

—_——

REPULSE OF THE REBELS.

A Victory which Saved the
Railrcad and Memphis.

_ .

To THE Eprtor : Inclosed please find Col
Edward Hatch's statement of the battle of
Moscow, Tenn., Dec. 4, ’63, which you will
do me the faver to publish in fall. It must
certainly end any further controversy be-
tween those parties who have taken except-
ions to my deseription of said battle pub-
lished in No. 154, July 24 last. Hatch's
letter fully corroborates my statement, and
I feel pround of it; for I have no intention of
misrepresenting anything relating to the
war that I may send you for publication. I
stand ready and willinz to be corrccted. A
true history of the war is what we want,
and the only way in which it is to be ob-
tained is through the memory and memo-
randa ef those who participated in it; and
where can we find a more generous friend
than THr NATIONAL TRIBUNE to submit
our difierences of opinion to? It debars
none from presenting their views and fur-
nishing trath for the unborn millionsto read
after you and I, dear comrades, have passed
over the river beyond, whence there is no
return. R. W. Sursy.

Battle Creek, Mich.

ForT RILEY, KAN, Dec. 16, 1584,
R. W. Sviy, Battle Creck, Mich,

DeAr Sik: From your letter it seems
that you are still fighting the battles of the
rebellion.

In answer to your questions, as eafely as
human memory ean do so, which after 20
years 18 burdened with the weakness of such
a peried, I write you as follows:

1. The enemy had thrown out a squadron
early in the morning of the 4th of December
from their lines two miles south of La
Grange, Teun., towards Moscow, which came
in contact with Col. Kendrick's pickels at
tae bridge, resuliing in a skirmish.

2. The first regiment to cross the bridge at
Wolf River was the 6th Il1. Cav., foliowed by
the 7th (these regiments had the Illinois bat-
tery with them ), foliowed by the 9th Ill.Cav.,,
with Cameron’s battery, and some other regi-
ment (I bave furgotten the mumber); the
last, the 2d Iowa Cuv., with Rleed’s howitzer
battery. ’

3. I was wounded some time after the
21 Towa went into action. I continued to
direct the troops through Belden, my Ad-
jutant-General, and Aid, Capt. Metealf
When first shiot through the body I sent for
Kendrick and turned the ecommand over
to him, supposing I had but a few moments
to live. When Capt. Metealf informed me he
[ Kendrick ] was about ordering the troops to
withdraw to the right side of the bridge, on
the Moscow side, which I was opposed to, I
sent word to him that I again assumed com-
mund. Up to that time hemorrhage from my
Iungs had been very severe. I was then putin
an ambulance and started for the left flank of
my own troops to put in action the infantry
coming up from Mower's Brigade.

4. I continued to give ‘ordgrs up to the
time the enemy broke.

5. While wounded was in an ambulance.
Did not leave the ficld until the enemy was
running. My last order was sent to Lieut.-
Col. Trafton, of the 7th IIl. Cav., to take
command of the cavalry and to push the
enemy on his retreat.

6. My commission was that of Colonel of
volunteers.

7. Kendrick’s (colored) regiment was a
good one, well ofticered; could and would
have held out as long as any; could mot
have resisted longer than a day at Moscow
before the force brought up by the Confed-
erates.

As there has been some controversy in
this matter—why, I don’t know, for all the
TROOPS ENGAGED BEHAVED SPLENDIDLY—
as to eertgin things connected with the
action, (why the ficht was made on the
enemy’s side of the river against such appar-
ent odds, for instance,) I will endeavor, so
far as my memory assists me, to give the
rensons.

If you wiil go back two weeks before, you
will remember we were scouting in West
Tennessee, under orders to break up Confed-
erate organizations, destroy grist mills, ete.
This order came from Gen. Hurlbut, who
had learned that Forrest was to be in West
Tennessee with a small force, for a nucleus,
to gather up bands of deserters and obtain
recruits, Gen. Hurlbut’s information was
obtained from the secret service. It seems
our movement was too early for Forrest’s
advent, who had declined going there with-
out support. This led to the movement of
all the Confuderate cavalry south of us
under Lee.

If you remember, orders came one night
to move south to the neighborhood of Salem,
Miss., where Col. Mizner, with his Brigade,
was reported
FIGITING THE CONFEDERATE CAVALRY,
who were in strong force. We moved rap-
idly that night and the next day some 90
miles, going into camp at dark about where
we should hear from Mizner. About 10
o'clock at night the sconting parties reported
that Col. Mizner, afler a severe engagement,
had been forced to the east, and fallen back
upon the infantry from Corinth at Pocahon-
tas, and that the enemy was moving west
towards Saunlsbury. It was a cold, clear
moonlight morming when we resumed the
march about 4 o'clock, two hours after the
2d Iowa, in advance. The

ENEMY'S PICKETS WERE STRUCK
aod driven rapidly wntil daylight, The

Sl AP

enemy's line was drawn up, their left rest-
ing on the railroad cuts. If you remember,
the 7th Ill. was one of the two regiments
sent forward on our left to turn the enemy’s
right, both our own and the enemy’s batte-
ries opening. The main line advanced, when
the enemy broke, retreating rapidly south
and west, probably from the fact that he
had seen the advance of Mower's infantry,
or from an atiack made by the 1st and 2d
West Tenn. Cav., (whom I had ordered to join
me from La Grange, they heing part of my
command,) who attacked the Confederates
in the rear, upon the larze open plain south
of SBanlsbury. We discovered the enemy
were at least 7,000 strong.

At daylight the morning of the 4th we
were skirmishing with the enemy south of
La Grange up to ahout 10 o'clock, when a
dispatch from Kendrick announced that his
pickets at the Wolf River Bridge were en-
gaged. I was satizfied that this appearance of
the enemy south of La Grangze was merzly for
the purpoze of holdirg the infantry until
they could destroy the imperiant railrecad
bridge over Wolf River, which was guarded
by Col. Kendrick’s infantry regiment, guar-
tered in a strong redoubt with a 64-pound
gun. If this bridge was destroyed it would
prevent the infantry of our command mov-
ing west to proteet the small outposts, which
could thus be easily ceptured, and even
Memphis attacked. The inside line, which
we held, was only 10 miles to Moscow—the
enemy’s route 15 miles. I at once started
regiments ss they could be reached for Mos-
cow. The 6th end 7ih I1l. were first. Then
Gen. Grierson, who saw at once we were
right, as he was really the commander
of the Cavalry Cerps, ordered me to
push forward at ence, and informed me that
he would remain aud induce Gen. Tuttle to
send to cur support a brigade of infantry ;

| which ke did—thougch it did not arrive in

time {o participate in the action.

The fact thai we were in be supported by
infantry prompted me, instead of making a
defensive yht, to premptly take the offen-
sive, and so punizh Lee that he wozld aban-
don operations in cur front. Maj. Whitside,
of the 6th IIl., was hurried ferward with the
IHinois battery, elosely followed by the Tth,
to cress the river at Wolf River Bridge and
obtain a lodgment on the hizhts beyond. If
he could nof hold his ground he was to fall
back on Kendrick’s fort.

My own arrival was just in the rear of
the 7th; the 6th, finding the planks of the
bridge takem up by Kendrick, put them
down and then crossed. The 6th and Tth
were in action when I came up. The 9th
I1l. shortly went into setion with Cameron's
batiery. Kendrick's guus covered eur right
well and were admirably served. One wing
of the colored regiment was Lrought into
action. About thy time, while mounted,
near the guns of Cameron’s battery, I was
badly

SHOT THROUGH THE BODY
and arm, and my shoulder hurt. The 2d Jowa
weas then just going into-action. At first I
turned over the command, then resumed it.
By that time an ambuiance, which had been
used in taking wounded to the rear, came
near the lines. Leaving Belden, who was a
capable Adjutant, to adjust the trcops en-
gaged, (knowing he had excellent staying
qualities,) Capt. Metcalf placed me in the
ambulance, to go to a ford on the river above
our left. Meeting the Tennessee regiments,
they were ordered to cross the ford and take
the enemy in reverse.

The fight then was becoming serious. The
enemy,

MAKING DESPERATE CHARGES

to possess themselves of the bridge, fell back
disheartened. For a moment it was evident
the firing was from our own troops and that
Trafton was charging. Capt. Metcalf was
gent forward to Belden to order Col. Trafton
to push them with every available man,
and nobly he did it. The enemy were many
miles away that night and Trafton with the
cavairy in pursuit.

LEE RELINQUISHED FURTHER EFFORTS,
retreating south rapidly. Everybody who has
written upon this aflair seems to have written
of what was immediately his impression.
The men fought admirably. From the first
all seemed determined to get at close quar-
ters—even the batteries were served almost
within pistol shot. The wing of Kendrick’s
celored regiment behaved as well as any of
the troops I saw there,

If we had fought the action on the Mos-
cow side of the river it would bave simply
resulted in defending our position. Gen.
Lee could have left a few troops to gnard the
river and gone where he pleased. The very

AUDACITY OF YHE MOVEMENT

paralyzed all future movements on my com-
munications by his command. I knew my
command well enough to know I could take
them in anywhere and come out without
being demoralized. It will be long before
you or I see such troopers as these men were
at the end of two years’ eampaigning.

I have kept you rather long, but as there
has been so much said alout the affair, I
give you all the particulars.

Yery truly, yours,
Epwarp Harcen,
Brevet Major-General.

W B = T TR
TO A FACE AT A CONCERT.

When the low music makes a dysk of =ound
Ahonut us, and the viol or fur off horn
= Swells out nbove it like a wind forlorn,

That wanders secking sometliing never found,
What phantom in your brain, on what dim ground,

Traces its shadowy lines? What vision born

Of unfulfillment, indes in mere self-scorn

Or grows, from that still twilight stealing round ?
When the lids droop and the hunds lie unstrung,
Dare one divine your dream, while the cliords

wepve
Their cloudy woof from key to key, and die—
Is it one fate that, since the world was young,
Has followed man, and makes him half believe
The voice of instiuments a human ery ?

—E. R, 8ill in the Condury.
— e A —————s
The Dest iistory,

To tre Evitor: I have five children going
to school. Three of them are studying history,
and I consider THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE the
best history of the late war that the young
scholars of to-day ean study. The articles of

Gen. Howard and “Carlcton” give the unvar-

SAVING THE NATION
The Story of the War Refold for Our
Boys and Girls.

CONFEDERATE STRATEGY.

An Intercepted Letter Spoils the
Rebels’ Scheme.

GEN. PECK’S SKILL,

Norfolk Saved—Longstreet Goes
to Join Lee.

— e

BY “CARLETON.”
[COPTRIGETED.—ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.]
N i
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To the Boys and Girls §f the United States:

In February, 1863, the Confederate Gove
ernment planned a movement from which
great results were expected. Very liitle has
been written about it. The Union troops
who took part in defeating the movement$
never have had proper recognition from his-
torians. But, before deseribing it, let us
look at the position of the Union and Cone-
federate armies. Hooker is at Falmouth,
Lee at Fredericksburg. There is a Union
force at Suffolk and “Norfolk in Virginia;
there are troops in North and South Caro-
lina.

The United States Government is a gove
ernment of the people, and those who are
called upen to direct affairs must give heed
in some degree to the demands of the peo-
ple, if they would retain their confidence,
and they are at times compelled to go cone
trary to their own judgment. It was fre-
quently the ease during the war. '

From the day when the flag was lowered
over Fort Snmter, the people of the North
had determined that iteshould float again in
triumph wpen the spot where it had been
dishovored. There -was a determination
that Charleston, where the war hed beem
inaugurated, should once more bow to the
aathority of the Government. A Heet of
ironclad wer-ships and menitors was cons
structed for that purpose, and a great deal
of emergy, money, and life was wasted in
the injudicicus efforts to retake Sumter,
but the newspapers, public speakers, on the
platform and in Congress, were ever saying,
“Sumter must be ours.”

TROOPS SENT TO SOUTH CAROLINA.

The oificers managing affairs in Washinge
i ton, to satisfy the public oniery -sent nearly
iall the troops in North Carolinsg—12000
| men—to South Carolfha. It was = grest
mistake. They could do very little good
there. They cculd not get at Sumter, nor
up to Charleston. They were in a2 position
in North Carolina to be of great service in
cutting the railroad leading sounth from
Richmond. The climate of North Carclina
was healthful, that of the Sea Islands mala-
rious. By sending so many men away, Gen.
Fester, commanding in Nerth Carolina,
could make no movement; he would have
all he could do to hold his own.

Coming north from Albemarle Sournd,
through the Dismal Swamp Canal, 50 miles,
brings us to Saffolk, on the Nansemond
River, where Gen. Peck was stationed with
several thousand Union troops. BSeventeen
miles northeast brings us to Norfovlk, where
we find more troops under Gen. Keyes. The
presence of these troops at Norfolk and Suf-
folk was a constant menace fo Richmond.
Now that the Merrimae was destroyed, the
Union gunboats could ascend the James
almost to Richmond, and some morping
pecple in the Confederate capital might find
a large army knocking for entrance south of
the city. If Suffolk conld be recaptured, if
the Union troops in North Carclina could
be driven out, a great advantage would be

gained.

THE PLAN.

When Gen. Lee, in February, 1863, learned
through his spies that Gen. Hooker was
allowing his soldiers to go home to cure
them of homesickness, he rightly surmised
that no immediate movement would be at-
tempted by the Army of the Potomac. The
Confederate Government determined to im-
prove the opportunity to yweep the troops
in Eastern Virginia and Nerth Carelina into
the sea. They would conceal their real de-
sign. They sent D. H. IIill to Norih Caro-
lina. The Governor called out the militia
He was to make a demonsiration agains$
Gen. Foster, who in turm would be come
pelled to ask Gen. Keyes to send him re-
enforcements, which would weaken the force
at Suffolk and Norfolk.

While this was going on, Mood’s, Pickett's
and Anderson’s Divisions, commanded by
Longstreet, were to be transferred by raile
road to Suflolk, carry that pesition, and then
push on to Norfolk. Hill was suddenly to
disappear from North Carolina and join his
troops to Longstreet, and the united force
would make clean work. Once more mase-
ters of Norfolk, they would make it uncoms
fortable for the Union fleet off Fortress
Monroe, and would again clgse James River,

HILL'S MOVEMENTS.

Gen. Foster, to strengthen his pesition abé
New Berne, was constructing Fort Andere
son, on the banks of the Neuse River. On
March 13 Gen. Pettigrew came down a road
through the woeds with two brigades of
North Carolina troops. There was ouly &
small garrison in the fort, but there were
two guithboats in the river,—the Hunchback
and Heizel —which opened fire, and the Con
federates hastily retreated.

Tweuty miles north of New Berne is the
little town of Washington, on Tar River,
which Gen. Hill attacked to capture the
Bupplies stored there for the Union gunboats,
It waa occupied only by a small garrison.
There were two gunboats in the river. Gen.
Hill planted his eannon on the north banl

nished truth. My children are better posted
on the late war (so far as Tue Trinuxe has
got in its reports) than scme men that I have

met.—F, M, Apaus, Napoleon, Ukio,

to prevent any more vessels from arriving.
But the Ceres mn past the batteries and
brought a supply of mamunpilion. Gem
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